
RULE 2.130. PRIORITY OF CONFLICTING APPELLATE RULES 
FLORIDA RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 

 
The Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure shall control all proceedings in 

the supreme court and the district courts, and all proceedings in which the 
circuit courts exercise their appellate jurisdiction, notwithstanding any 
conflicting rules of procedure. 

APPX B-1 



RULE 2.140. AMENDING RULES OF COURT 
 

(a)  Amendments Generally. The following procedure shall be followed 
for consideration of rule amendments generally other than those adopted 
under subdivisions (d), (e), (f), and (g): 
 

(1)  Proposals for court rules, amendments to them, or abrogation of them 
may be made by any person. 
 

(2)  Proposals shall be submitted to the clerk of the supreme court in 
writing and shall include a general description of the proposed rule change 
or a specified proposed change in content. The clerk of the supreme court 
shall refer proposals to the appropriate committee under subdivision (a)(3). 
 

(3)  The Florida Bar shall appoint the following committees to consider 
rule proposals: Civil Procedure Rules Committee, Criminal Procedure Rules 
Committee, Small Claims Rules Committee, Traffic Court Rules 
Committee, Appellate Court Rules Committee, Juvenile Court Rules 
Committee, Code and Rules of Evidence Committee, Rules of Judicial 
Administration Committee, Probate Rules Committee, and Family Law 
Rules Committee. 
 

(4)  Each committee shall be composed of attorneys and judges with 
extensive experience and training in the area of practice of the committee 
calling for regular, frequent use of the rules. The members of the committee 
shall serve for 3-year staggered terms. The president of The Florida Bar shall 
appoint the chair and vice chair of each committee. 
 

(5)  The Rules of Judicial Administration Committee shall also serve as a 
rules coordinating committee. Each rules committee shall have at least 1 of 
its members appointed to the Rules of Judicial Administration Committee to 
serve as liaison. All committees shall provide a copy of any proposed rules 
changes shall be submitted to the Rules of Judicial Administration 
Committee within 30 days of a committee’s affirmative vote to recommend 
the proposed change to the supreme court. The Rules of Judicial 
Administration Committee , which shall then refer all proposed rules 
changes to those rules committees that might be affected by the proposed 
change. All proposed changes shall be submitted by June 15 of each year of 
the rules cycle. 
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(6)  The committees shall consider and vote on each proposal. The 

committees may originate proposals and are charged with the duty of regular 
review and reevaluation of the rules to advance orderly and inexpensive 
procedures in the administration of justice. The committees may accept or 
reject proposed amendments or may amend proposals. The committees shall 
keep minutes of their activities, which minutes shall reflect the action taken 
on each proposal. Copies of the minutes shall be furnished to the clerk of the 
supreme court, to the board of governors of The Florida Bar, and to the 
proponent of any proposal considered at the meeting. 
 

(b) Schedule for Rules Proposals. 
 

(1)  Each committee shall report all proposed rule changes on a staggered 
basis (with the first cycle starting in 2006). Reports shall be made by the 
Criminal Procedure Rules Committee, the Traffic Court Rules Committee, 
and the Juvenile Court Rules Committee in 2006; by the Civil Procedure 
Rules Committee, the Probate Rules Committee, the Small Claims Rules 
Committee, and the Code and Rules of Evidence Committee in 2007; and by 
the Family Law Rules Committee, the Appellate Court Rules Committee, 
and the Rules of Judicial Administration Committee in 2008. Thereafter, the 
cycle shall repeat. 
 

(2)  No later than June 15 of the year prior to each reporting year or such 
other date as the board of governors of The Florida Bar may set, each 
reporting committee shall submit all proposed rule changes to the board of 
governors with the committee’s final numerical voting record on each 
proposal. Contemporaneously with reporting proposed rule changes to the 
board of governors, each committee report shall be furnished to the Speaker 
of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, 
and the chairs of the House and Senate committees as designated by the 
Speaker and the President, and published on the Internet website of The 
Florida Bar, and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. Any person 
desiring to comment upon proposed rule changes shall submit written 
comments to the appropriate committee chair no later than August 1 of the 
year prior to each reporting year. Each committee shall consider any 
comments submitted and thereafter report to the board of governors, no later 
than October 15 of the year prior to each reporting year, any revisions to the 
proposed rule changes. Contemporaneously with reporting any revisions to 
the board of governors, each committee’s revised proposed rule changes 
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shall be furnished to the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, 
the President of the Florida Senate, and the chairs of the House and Senate 
committees as designated by the Speaker and the President, and published 
on the Internet website of The Florida Bar, and in the Florida Bar Journal or 
Florida Bar News. Any person desiring to comment thereafter shall submit 
written comments to the supreme court in accordance with subdivision 
(b)(6). 
 

(3) No later than December 15 of the year prior to each reporting year, 
the board of governors shall consider the proposals and shall vote on each 
proposal to recommend acceptance, rejection, or amendment. 
 

(4) No later than February 1 of each reporting year, each committee shall 
file a report of its proposed rule changes with the supreme court. Each 
committee may amend its recommendations to coincide with the 
recommendations of the board of governors or may decline to do so or may 
amend its recommendations in another manner. Any such amendments shall 
also be reported to the supreme court. The report shall include: 
 

(A) a list of the proposed changes, together with a detailed explanation 
of each proposal and the name and address of the proponent of each change 
if other than the rules committee; 
 

(B) the final numerical voting record of the proposals in the committee; 
 

(C) a report of the action taken by the committee on comments 
submitted in accordance with subdivision (b)(2); 
 

(D) a report of the action and voting record of the board of governors; 
 

(E) any dissenting views of the committee and, if available, of the 
board; and 

 
(F) an appendix containing all comments submitted to the committee 

and a two-column chart setting forth the proposed changes in legislative 
format in the first column and a brief explanation of each change in the 
second column. 
 

The report and the proposed rule changes shall be filed with the supreme 
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court, in legislative format, both on paper and in an electronic format 
approved by the supreme court. 
 

(5) If oral argument is deemed necessary, the supreme court shall 
establish a date during the month of May or June of each reporting year for 
oral argument on the proposals. Notice of the hearing on the proposals and a 
copy of the proposals shall be furnished to the affected committee chair and 
vice chair, the executive director of The Florida Bar, all members of the 
Judicial Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of each district 
court of appeal, the clerk and chief judge of each judicial circuit, the Speaker 
of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, 
the chairs of the House and Senate committees as designated by the Speaker 
and the President, and any person who has asked in writing filed with the 
clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the notice. The clerk may provide 
the notice electronically. If the committee modifies its recommendations 
after considering comments submitted in accordance with subdivision (b)(2), 
the recommendations or a resume of them shall be published on the Internet 
websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar and in the Florida Bar 
Journal or Florida Bar News before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall 
also be published on the Internet websites of the supreme court and The 
Florida Bar and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. 
 

(6) Before the date of oral argument, any person may file comments 
concerning the proposals. All comments and other submissions by interested 
persons shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme court and served on the 
chair of the appropriate rules committee, and on the proponent of the rule 
change if other than the rules committee. The chair of the rules committee 
shall file a response to all comments within the time period set by the court. 
All comments and other submissions regarding the rule change proposals, in 
addition to being filed with the supreme court in paper format, shall also be 
filed in an electronic format approved by the supreme court. Prior to the date 
of oral argument and as soon as practicable after the date of filing, the clerk 
of the supreme court shall publish on the Internet websites of the supreme 
court and The Florida Bar all comments and the responses of the chair of the 
rules committee that have been filed concerning the rule change proposals. 
All requests or submissions by a rules committee made in connection with a 
pending rule change proposal shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme 
court and thereafter published by the clerk of the supreme court on the 
Internet websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar. 
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(7) Orders of the supreme court on said proposals should be adopted in 
sufficient time to take effect on January 1 of the year following the reporting 
year. The supreme court may permit motions for rehearing to be filed on 
behalf of any person, The Florida Bar, any bar association, and the affected 
committee. 
 

(c)  Rejected Proposals. If a committee rejects a proposal, the proponent 
may submit the proposed rule to the board of governors and shall notify the 
chair and vice chair of the affected committee of the submission of the 
proposed rule to the board of governors. Minority reports of committees are 
allowed and may be submitted to both the board of governors and the 
supreme court. 
 

(d) Emergency Amendments by Court. The supreme court, with or 
without notice, may change court rules at any time if an emergency exists 
that does not permit reference to the appropriate committee of The Florida 
Bar for recommendations. If a change is made without reference to the 
committee, the change may become effective immediately or at a future 
time. In either event, the court shall fix a date for further consideration of the 
change. Any person may file comments concerning the change, seeking its 
abrogation or a delay in the effective date, in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in subdivision (b)(6) of this rule. The court may allow oral 
argument in support of such comments by The Florida Bar, by its sections 
and committees, and by other bar associations. Notice of the hearing on the 
change and a copy of the change shall be furnished to the affected committee 
chair and vice chair, the executive director of The Florida Bar, all members 
of the Judicial Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of each 
district court of appeal, the clerk and chief judge of each judicial circuit, the 
Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida 
Senate, the chairs of the House and Senate committees as designated by the 
Speaker and the President, and any person who has asked in writing filed 
with the clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the notice. The clerk may 
provide the notice electronically. The change shall be published on the 
Internet websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar, and in the 
Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News before the hearing. Notice of the 
hearing shall also be published on the Internet websites of the supreme court 
and The Florida Bar, and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. 
 

(e)  Emergency Recommendations by Committee. If, in the opinion of a 
committee, a proposal is of an emergency nature, and the board of governors 
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concurs, proposals may be made at any time to the supreme court. If the 
court agrees that an emergency exists, the court may set a time for oral 
argument and consideration of the proposal. Notice of the hearing on the 
proposals and a copy of the proposals shall be furnished to the affected 
committee chair and vice chair, the executive director of The Florida Bar, all 
members of the Judicial Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of 
each district court of appeal, the clerk and chief judge of each judicial 
circuit, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of 
the Florida Senate, the chairs of the House and Senate committees as 
designated by the Speaker and the President, and any person who has asked 
in writing filed with the clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the notice. 
The clerk may provide the notice electronically. The recommendations or a 
resume of them shall be published on the Internet websites of the supreme 
court and The Florida Bar, and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar 
News before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall also be published on the 
Internet websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar, and in the 
Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. 
 

(f)  Request by Court. The supreme court may direct special 
consideration of a proposal at times other than those specified in this rule 
and may require a committee to report its recommendation with the 
recommendations of the board of governors. All requests or submissions by 
a rules committee made in connection with a request under this subdivision 
shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme court. The supreme court may set 
oral argument on the report at any time. Notice of the hearing on the 
proposals and a copy of the proposals shall be furnished to the affected 
committee chair and vice chair, the executive director of The Florida Bar, all 
members of the Judicial Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of 
each district court of appeal, the clerk and chief judge of each judicial 
circuit, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of 
the Florida Senate, the chairs of the House and Senate committees as 
designated by the Speaker and the President, and any person who has asked 
in writing filed with the clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the notice. 
The clerk may provide the notice electronically. The recommendations or a 
resume of them shall be published on the Internet websites of the supreme 
court and The Florida Bar, and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar 
News before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall also be published on the 
Internet websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar, and in the 
Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. 
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(g) Amendments to the Rules of Judicial Administration. 
 

(1) Amendments Without Referral to Rules Committee. Changes to 
the Rules of Judicial Administration contained in Part II, State Court 
Administration, of these rules, and rules 2.310, and 2.320, contained in Part 
III, Judicial Officers, generally will be considered and adopted by the 
supreme court without reference to or proposal from the Rules of Judicial 
Administration Committee. The supreme court may amend rules under this 
subdivision at any time, with or without notice. If a change is made without 
notice, the court shall fix a date for future consideration of the change and 
the change shall be published on the Internet websites of the supreme court 
and The Florida Bar and in the Florida Bar Journal or Florida Bar News. 
Any person may file comments concerning the change, in accordance with 
the procedures set forth in subdivision (b)(6) of this rule. The court may hear 
oral argument on the change. Notice of the hearing on the change and a copy 
of the change shall be provided in accordance with subdivision (d) of this 
rule. 
 

(2) Other Amendments. Amendments to all other Rules of Judicial 
Administration shall be referred to or proposed by the Rules of Judicial 
Administration Committee and adopted by the supreme court as provided in 
subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of this rule. 
 

(h) Local Rules Proposed by Trial Courts. The foregoing procedure 
shall not apply to local rules proposed by a majority of circuit and county 
judges in the circuit. The chief justice of the supreme court may appoint a 
Local Rule Advisory Committee to consider and make recommendations to 
the court concerning local rules and administrative orders submitted 
pursuant to rule 2.215(e). 
 

Committee Notes 
 

1980 Amendment. Rule 2.130 [renumbered as 2.140 in 2006] is entirely 
rewritten to codify the procedures for changes to all Florida rules of 
procedure as set forth by this court in In re Rules of Court: Procedure for 
Consideration of Proposals Concerning Practice and Procedure, 276 So. 2d 
467 (Fla. 1972), and to update those procedures based on current practice. 
The Supreme Court Rules Advisory Committee has been abolished, and the 
Local Rules Advisory Committee has been established. 
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RULE 2.215. TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATION 
 

(a)  Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to fix administrative 
responsibility in the chief judges of the circuit courts and the other judges 
that the chief judges may designate. When these rules refer to the court, they 
shall be construed to apply to a judge of the court when the context requires 
or permits. 
 

(b) Chief Judge. 
 

(1)  The chief judge shall be a circuit judge who possesses administrative 
ability. 
 

(2) The chief judge shall exercise administrative supervision over all 
courts within the judicial circuit in the exercise of judicial powers and over 
the judges and officers of the courts. The chief judge shall be responsible to 
the chief justice of the supreme court. The chief judge may enter and sign 
administrative orders, except as otherwise provided by this rule. 

 
(3)  The chief judge shall be the chief judicial officer of the circuit, shall 

maintain liaison in all judicial administrative matters with the chief justice of 
the supreme court, and shall develop an administrative plan for the efficient 
and proper administration of all courts within that circuit. The plan shall 
include an administrative organization capable of effecting the prompt 
disposition of cases; assignment of judges, other court officers, and 
executive assistants; control of dockets; regulation and use of courtrooms; 
and mandatory periodic review of the status of the inmates of the county jail. 
The plan shall be compatible with the development of the capabilities of the 
judges in such a manner that each judge will be qualified to serve in any 
division, thereby creating a judicial pool from which judges may be assigned 
to various courts throughout the state. The administrative plan shall include 
a consideration of the statistical data developed by the case reporting system. 
Questions concerning the administration or management of the courts of the 
circuit shall be directed to the chief justice of the supreme court through the 
state courts administrator. 
 

(4) The chief judge shall assign judges to the courts and divisions, and 
shall determine the length of each assignment. All judges shall inform the 
chief judge of any contemplated absences that will affect the progress of the 
court’s business. If a judge is temporarily absent, is disqualified in an action, 
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or is unable to perform the duties of the office, the chief judge or the chief 
judge’s designee may assign a proceeding pending before the judge to any 
other judge or any additional assigned judge of the same court. The chief 
judge may assign any judge to temporary service for which the judge is 
qualified in any court in the same circuit. If it appears to the chief judge that 
the speedy, efficient, and proper administration of justice so requires, the 
chief judge shall request the chief justice of the supreme court to assign 
temporarily an additional judge or judges from outside the circuit to duty in 
the court requiring assistance, and shall advise the chief justice whether or 
not the approval of the chief judge of the circuit from which the assignment 
is to be made has been obtained. The assigned judges shall be subject to 
administrative supervision of the chief judge for all purposes of this rule. 
When assigning a judge to hear any type of postconviction or collateral 
relief proceeding brought by a defendant who has been sentenced to death, 
the chief judge shall assign to such cases a judge qualified to conduct such 
proceedings under subdivision (b)(10) of this rule. Nothing in this rule shall 
restrict the constitutional powers of the chief justice of the supreme court to 
make such assignments as the chief justice shall deem appropriate. 
 

(5)  The chief judge may designate a judge in any court or court division 
of circuit or county courts as “administrative judge” of any court or division 
to assist with the administrative supervision of the court or division. The 
designee shall be responsible to the chief judge, shall have the power and 
duty to carry out the responsibilities assigned by the chief judge, and shall 
serve at the pleasure of the chief judge. 
 

(6)  The chief judge may require the attendance of prosecutors, public 
defenders, clerks, bailiffs, and other officers of the courts, and may require 
from the clerks of the courts, sheriffs, or other officers of the courts periodic 
reports that the chief judge deems necessary. 
 

(7)  The chief judge shall regulate the use of courtrooms, regularly 
examine the dockets of the courts under the chief judge’s administrative 
supervision, and require a report on the status of the actions on the dockets. 
The chief judge may take such action as may be necessary to cause the 
dockets to be made current. The chief judge shall monitor the status of all 
pending postconviction or collateral relief proceedings brought by 
defendants who have been sentenced to death and shall take the necessary 
actions to assure that such cases proceed without undue delay. On July 1 and 
October 1, 1996, and on the first day of every January, April, July, and 
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October thereafter, the chief judge shall inform the chief justice of the 
supreme court of the status of all such pending cases. 
 

(8) The chief judge or the chief judge’s designee shall regularly examine 
the status of every inmate of the county jail. 
 

(9)  The chief judge may authorize the clerks of courts to maintain branch 
county court facilities. When so authorized, clerks of court shall be 
permitted to retain in such branch court facilities all county court permanent 
records of pending cases, and may retain and destroy these records in the 
manner provided by law. 
 

(10) The chief judge shall ensure that no judge presides over a capital 
case in which the state is seeking the death penalty or collateral proceedings 
brought by a death row inmate until that judge has served a minimum of 6 
months in a felony criminal division and has successfully completed the 
“Handling Capital Cases” course offered through the Florida College of 
Advanced Judicial Studies. Each judge must complete the “Handling Capital 
Cases” course as soon as practicable upon entering the criminal division. 
Once a judge successfully completes the “Handling Capital Cases” course, 
the judge must thereafter attend a “refresher” course during each of the 
subsequent continuing judicial education reporting periods. The chief justice 
may waive the course requirement in exceptional circumstances at the 
request of the chief judge. This requirement shall not preclude a judge from 
presiding in collateral proceedings in a case in which the judge presided over 
the trial or an earlier collateral proceeding. 
 

(c)  Selection. The chief judge shall be chosen by a majority of the circuit 
and county court judges within the circuit for a term of 2 years commencing 
on July 1 of each odd-numbered year, or if there is no majority, by the chief 
justice, for a term of 2 years. The election for chief judge shall be held no 
sooner than February 1 of the year during which the chief judge’s term 
commences beginning July 1. All elections for chief judge shall be 
conducted as follows: 
 

(1)  All ballots shall be secret. 
 

(2) Any circuit or county judge may nominate a candidate for chief 
judge. 
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(3)  Proxy voting shall not be permitted. 
 

(4)  Any judge who will be absent from the election may vote by secret 
absentee ballot obtained from and returned to the Trial Court Administrator. 
 
A chief judge may be removed as chief judge by the supreme court, acting as 
the administrative supervisory body of all courts, or may be removed by a 
two-thirds vote of the active judges. The purpose of this rule is to fix a 2-
year cycle for the selection of the chief judge in each circuit. A chief judge 
may serve for successive terms. The selection of the chief judge should be 
based on managerial, administrative, and leadership abilities. A chief judge 
who is to be temporarily absent shall select an acting chief judge from 
among the circuit judges. If a chief judge dies, retires, fails to appoint an 
acting chief judge during an absence, or is unable to perform the duties of 
the office, the chief justice of the supreme court shall appoint a circuit judge 
to act as chief judge during the absence or disability, or until a successor 
chief judge is elected to serve the unexpired term. When the office of chief 
judge is temporarily vacant pending action within the scope of this 
paragraph, the duties of court administration shall be performed by the 
circuit judge having the longest continuous service as a judge or by another 
circuit judge designated by that judge. 
 

(d) Circuit Court Administrator. Each circuit court administrator shall 
be selected or terminated by the chief judge subject to concurrence by a 
majority vote of the circuit and county judges of the respective circuits. 
 

(e)  Local Rules and Administrative Orders. 
 

(1) Local court rules as defined in rule 2.120 may be proposed by a 
majority of the circuit and county judges in the circuit. The judges shall 
notify the local bar within the circuit of the proposal, after which they shall 
permit a representative of the local bar, and may permit any other interested 
person, to be heard orally or in writing on the proposal before submitting it 
to the supreme court for approval. When a proposed local rule is submitted 
to the supreme court for approval, the following procedure shall apply: 
 

(A) Local court rule proposals shall be submitted to the supreme court 
in January of each year. The supreme court may accept emergency proposals 
submitted at other times. 
 

APPX B-12 



(B) Not later than February 15 of each year, the clerk of the supreme 
court shall submit all local court rule proposals to the Supreme Court Local 
Rules Advisory Committee created by rule 2.140. At the same time, the 
clerk of the supreme court shall send copies of the proposed rules to the 
appropriate committees of The Florida Bar. The Florida Bar committees, any 
interested local bar associations, and any other interested person shall submit 
any comments or responses that they wish to make to the Supreme Court 
Local Rules Advisory Committee on or before March 15 of the year. 
 

(C) The Supreme Court Local Rules Advisory Committee shall meet on 
or before April 15 to consider the proposals and any comments submitted by 
interested parties. The committee shall transmit its recommendations to the 
supreme court concerning each proposal, with the reasons for its 
recommendations, within 15 days after its meeting. 
 

(D) The supreme court shall consider the recommendations of the 
committee and may resubmit the proposals with modifications to the 
committee for editorial comment only. The supreme court may set a hearing 
on any proposals, or consider them on the recommendations and comments 
as submitted. If a hearing is set, notice shall be given to the chief judge of 
the circuit from which the proposals originated, the executive director of The 
Florida Bar, the chair of the Rules of Judicial Administration Committee of 
The Florida Bar, any local bar associations, and any interested persons who 
made comments on the specific proposals to be considered. The supreme 
court shall act on the proposals promptly after the recommendations are 
received or heard. 
 

(E) If a local court rule is approved by the supreme court, it shall 
become effective on the date set by that court. 
 

(F) A copy of all local court rules approved by the supreme court shall 
be indexed and recorded by the clerk of the circuit court in each county of 
the circuit where the rules are effective. A set of the recorded copies shall be 
readily available for inspection as a public record, and copies shall be 
provided to any requesting party for the cost of duplication. The chief judge 
of the circuit may provide for the publication of the rules. The clerk of the 
supreme court shall furnish copies of each approved local court rule to the 
executive director of The Florida Bar. 
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(2) Any judge or member of The Florida Bar who believes that an 
administrative order promulgated under subdivision (b)(2) of this rule is a 
court rule or a local rule as defined in rule 2.120, rather than an 
administrative order, may apply to the Supreme Court Local Rules Advisory 
Committee for a decision on the question. The decisions of the committee 
concerning the determination of the question shall be reported to the 
supreme court, and the court shall follow the procedure set forth in 
subdivision (D) above in considering the recommendation of the committee. 
 

(3)  All administrative orders of a general and continuing nature, and all 
others designated by the chief judge, shall be indexed and recorded by the 
clerk of the circuit court in each county where the orders are effective. A set 
of the recorded copies shall be readily available for inspection as a public 
record, and copies shall be provided to any requesting party for the cost of 
duplication. The chief judge shall, on an annual basis, direct a review of all 
local administrative orders to ensure that the set of copies maintained by the 
clerk remains current and does not conflict with supreme court or local rules. 
 

(4) All local court rules entered pursuant to this section shall be numbered 
sequentially for each respective judicial circuit. 
 

(f)  Duty to Rule within a Reasonable Time. Every judge has a duty to 
rule upon and announce an order or judgment on every matter submitted to 
that judge within a reasonable time. Each judge shall maintain a log of cases 
under advisement and inform the chief judge of the circuit at the end of each 
calendar month of each case that has been held under advisement for more 
than 60 days. 
 

(g)  Duty to Expedite Priority Cases. Every judge has a duty to expedite 
priority cases to the extent reasonably possible. Priority cases are those cases 
that have been assigned a priority status or assigned an expedited disposition 
schedule by statute, rule of procedure, case law, or otherwise. Particular 
attention shall be given to all juvenile dependency and termination of 
parental rights cases, and to cases involving families and children in need of 
services, and challenges involving elections and proposed constitutional 
amendments. 
 

(h) Neglect of Duty. The failure of any judge, clerk, prosecutor, public 
defender, attorney, court reporter, or other officer of the court to comply 
with an order or directive of the chief judge shall be considered neglect of 
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duty and shall be reported by the chief judge to the chief justice of the 
supreme court. The chief justice may report the neglect of duty by a judge to 
the Judicial Qualifications Commission, and neglect of duty by other 
officials to the governor of Florida or other appropriate person or body. 
 

(i) Status Conference after Compilation of Record in Death Case. In 
any proceeding in which a defendant has been sentenced to death, the circuit 
judge assigned to the case shall take such action as may be necessary to 
ensure that a complete record on appeal has been properly prepared. To that 
end, the judge shall convene a status conference with all counsel of record as 
soon as possible after the record has been prepared pursuant to rule of 
appellate procedure 9.200(d) but before the record has been transmitted. The 
purpose of the status conference shall be to ensure that the record is 
complete. 
 

Court Commentary 
 

1996 Court Commentary. Rule 2.050(h) [renumbered as 2.215(h) in 
2006] should be read in conjunction with Florida Rule of Appellate 
Procedure 9.140(b)(4)(A). 
 

1997 Court Commentary. [Rule 2.050(b)(10), renumbered as 
2.215(b)(10) in 2006]. The refresher course may be a six-hour block during 
any Florida Court Education Council approved course offering sponsored by 
any approved Florida judicial education provider, including the Florida 
College of Advanced Judicial Studies or the Florida Conference of Circuit 
Judges. The block must contain instruction on the following topics: penalty 
phase, jury selection, and rule 3.850 proceedings. 
 

Failure to complete the refresher course during the three-year judicial 
education reporting period will necessitate completion of the original 
“Handling Capital Cases” course. 
 

2002 Court Commentary. Recognizing the inherent differences in trial 
and appellate court dockets, the last sentence of subdivision (g) is intended 
to conform to the extent practicable with appellate rule 9.146(g), which 
requires appellate courts to give priority to appeals in juvenile dependency 
and termination of parental rights cases, and in cases involving families and 
children in need of services. 
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Committee Notes 
 
2008 Amendment. The provisions in subdivision (g) of this rule should be 

read in conjunction with the provisions of rule 2.545(c) governing priority 
cases. 
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RULE 2.330. DISQUALIFICATION OF TRIAL JUDGES 
 

(a) Application. This rule applies only to county and circuit judges in all 
matters in all divisions of court. 
 

(b) Parties. Any party, including the state, may move to disqualify the 
trial judge assigned to the case on grounds provided by rule, by statute, or by 
the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
 

(c) Motion. A motion to disqualify shall: 
 

(1) be in writing; 
 
(2) allege specifically the facts and reasons upon which the movant relies 

as the grounds for disqualification; and 
 
(3) be sworn to by the party by signing the motion under oath or by a 

separate affidavit; and 
 
(4) include the dates of all previously granted motions to disqualify filed 

under this rule in the case and the dates of the orders granting those motions. 
 
The attorney for the party shall also separately certify that the motion and 
the client’s statements are made in good faith. In addition to filing with the 
clerk, the movant shall immediately serve a copy of the motion on the 
subject judge as set forth in Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.080. 
 

(d) Grounds. A motion to disqualify shall show: 
 

(1) that the party fears that he or she will not receive a fair trial or hearing 
because of specifically described prejudice or bias of the judge; or 

 
(2) that the judge before whom the case is pending, or some person 

related to said judge by consanguinity or affinity within the third degree, is a 
party thereto or is interested in the result thereof, or that said judge is related 
to an attorney or counselor of record in the cause by consanguinity or 
affinity within the third degree, or that said judge is a material witness for or 
against one of the parties to the cause. 
 

(e) Time. A motion to disqualify shall be filed within a reasonable time 
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not to exceed 10 days after discovery of the facts constituting the grounds 
for the motion and shall be promptly presented to the court for an immediate 
ruling. Any motion for disqualification made during a hearing or trial must 
be based on facts discovered during the hearing or trial and may be stated on 
the record, provided that it is also promptly reduced to writing in compliance 
with subdivision (c) and promptly filed. A motion made during hearing or 
trial shall be ruled on immediately. 
 

(f) Determination — Initial Motion. The judge against whom an initial 
motion to disqualify under subdivision (d)(1) is directed shall determine 
only the legal sufficiency of the motion and shall not pass on the truth of the 
facts alleged. If the motion is legally sufficient, the judge shall immediately 
enter an order granting disqualification and proceed no further in the action. 
If any motion is legally insufficient, an order denying the motion shall 
immediately be entered. No other reason for denial shall be stated, and an 
order of denial shall not take issue with the motion. 
 

(g) Determination — Successive Motions. If a judge has been 
previously disqualified on motion for alleged prejudice or partiality under 
subdivision (d)(1), a successor judge shall not be disqualified based on a 
successive motion by the same party unless the successor judge rules that he 
or she is in fact not fair or impartial in the case. Such a successor judge may 
rule on the truth of the facts alleged in support of the motion. 

 
(h) Prior Rulings. Prior factual or legal rulings by a disqualified judge 

may be reconsidered and vacated or amended by a successor judge based 
upon a motion for reconsideration, which must be filed within 20 days of the 
order of disqualification, unless good cause is shown for a delay in moving 
for reconsideration or other grounds for reconsideration exist. 

 
(i) Judge’s Initiative. Nothing in this rule limits the judge’s authority to 

enter an order of disqualification on the judge’s own initiative. 
 

(j) Time for Determination. The judge shall rule on a motion to 
disqualify immediately, but no later than 30 days after the service of the 
motion as set forth in subdivision (c). If not ruled on within 30 days of 
service, the motion shall be deemed granted and the moving party may seek 
an order from the court directing the clerk to reassign the case. 
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RULE 2.510.  FOREIGN ATTORNEYS 
 

(a)  Eligibility. Upon filing a verified motion with the court, an attorney 
who is an active member in good standing of the bar of another state and 
currently eligible to practice law in a state other than Florida may be 
permitted to appear in particular cases in a Florida court upon such 
conditions as the court may deem appropriate, provided that a member of 
The Florida Bar in good standing is associated as an attorney of record. In 
determining whether to permit a foreign attorney to appear pursuant to this 
rule, the court may consider, among other things, information provided 
under subdivision (b)(3) concerning discipline in other jurisdictions. No 
attorney is authorized to appear pursuant to this rule if the attorney (1) is a 
Florida resident, unless the attorney has an application pending for 
admission to The Florida Bar and has not previously been denied admission 
to The Florida Bar; (2) is a member of The Florida Bar but is ineligible to 
practice law; (3) has previously been disciplined or held in contempt by 
reason of misconduct committed while engaged in representation permitted 
pursuant to this rule provided, however, the contempt is final and has not 
been reversed or abated; (4) has failed to provide notice to The Florida Bar 
or pay the filing fee as required in subdivision (b)(7); or (5) is engaged in a 
“general practice” before Florida courts. For purposes of this rule, more than 
3 appearances within a 365-day period in separate representations shall be 
presumed to be a “general practice.” In cases involving indigent clients, the 
court may waive the filing fee for good cause shown. 
 

(b) Contents of Verified Motion. A form verified motion accompanies 
this rule and shall be utilized by the foreign attorney. The verified motion 
required by subdivision (a) shall include: 
 

(1)  a statement identifying all jurisdictions in which the attorney is an 
active member in good standing and currently eligible to practice law; 

 
(2) a statement identifying by date, case name, and case number all other 

matters in Florida state courts in which pro hac vice admission has been 
sought in the preceding 5 years, and whether such admission was granted or 
denied; 
 

(3)  a statement identifying all jurisdictions in which the attorney has been 
disciplined in any manner in the preceding 5 years and the sanction imposed, 
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or in which the attorney has pending any disciplinary proceeding, including 
the date of the disciplinary action and the nature of the violation; 
 

(4) a statement identifying the date on which the legal representation at 
issue commenced, and the party or parties represented; 
 

(5) a statement that all applicable provisions of these rules and the Rules 
Regulating The Florida Bar have been read, and that the verified motion 
complies with those rules; 
 

(6)  the name, record bar address, and membership status of the Florida 
Bar member or members associated for purposes of the representation; 
 

(7) a certificate indicating service of the verified motion upon all counsel 
of record in the matter in which leave to appear pro hac vice is sought and 
upon The Florida Bar at its Tallahassee office accompanied by a 
nonrefundable $250.00 filing fee made payable to The Florida Bar or notice 
of the waiver of the fee; and 
 

(8) a verification by the attorney seeking to appear pursuant to this rule 
and the signature of the Florida Bar member or members associated for 
purposes of the representation. 
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RULE 2.545. CASE MANAGEMENT 
 

(a)  Purpose. Judges and lawyers have a professional obligation to 
conclude litigation as soon as it is reasonably and justly possible to do so. 
However, parties and counsel shall be afforded a reasonable time to prepare 
and present their case. 
 

(b) Case Control. The trial judge shall take charge of all cases at an early 
stage in the litigation and shall control the progress of the case thereafter 
until the case is determined. The trial judge shall take specific steps to 
monitor and control the pace of litigation, including the following: 
 

(1)  assuming early and continuous control of the court calendar; 
 

(2)  identifying priority cases as assigned by statute, rule of procedure, 
case law, or otherwise; 
 

(3)  implementing such docket control policies as may be necessary to 
advance priority cases to ensure prompt resolution; 
 

(4) identifying cases subject to alternative dispute resolution processes; 
 

(5)  developing rational and effective trial setting policies; and 
 

(6)  advancing the trial setting of priority cases, older cases, and cases of 
greater urgency. 
 

(c)  Priority Cases. 
 

(1) In all noncriminal cases assigned a priority status by statute, rule of 
procedure, case law, or otherwise, any party may file a notice of priority 
status explaining the nature of the case, the source of the priority status, any 
deadlines imposed by law on any aspect of the case, and any unusual factors 
that may bear on meeting the imposed deadlines. 
 

(2)  If, in any noncriminal case assigned a priority status by statute, rule of 
procedure, case law, or otherwise, a party is of the good faith opinion that 
the case has not been appropriately advanced on the docket or has not 
received priority in scheduling consistent with its priority case status, that 
party may seek review of such action by motion for review to the chief judge 
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or to the chief judge’s designee. The filing of such a motion for review will 
not toll the time for seeking such other relief as may be afforded by the 
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
 

(d) Related Cases. 
 

(1)  The petitioner in a family case shall file with the court a notice of 
related cases, if related cases are known or reasonably ascertainable. A case 
is related when: 
 

(A) it involves any of the same parties, children, or issues and it is 
pending at the time the party files a family case; or 
 

(B) it affects the court’s jurisdiction to proceed; or 
 

(C) an order in the related case may conflict with an order on the same 
issues in the new case; or 
 

(D) an order in the new case may conflict with an order in the earlier 
litigation. 
 

(2) “Family cases” include dissolution of marriage, annulment, support 
unconnected with dissolution of marriage, paternity, child support, UIFSA, 
custodial care of and access to children, adoption, name change, declaratory 
judgment actions related to premarital, marital, or postmarital agreements, 
civil domestic, repeat violence, dating violence, and sexual violence 
injunctions, juvenile dependency, termination of parental rights, juvenile 
delinquency, emancipation of a minor, CINS/FINS, truancy, and 
modification and enforcement of orders entered in these cases. 

 
(3)  The notice of related cases shall identify the caption and case number 

of the related case, contain a brief statement of the relationship of the 
actions, and contain a statement addressing whether assignment to one judge 
or another method of coordination will conserve judicial resources and 
promote an efficient determination of the actions. 
 

(4)  The notice of related cases shall be filed with the initial pleading by 
the filing attorney or self-represented petitioner. 
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(5)  Each party has a continuing duty to inform the court of any 
proceedings in this or any other state that could affect the current 
proceeding. 
 

(6)  Whenever it appears to a party that two or more pending cases present 
common issues of fact and that assignment to one judge or another method 
of coordination will significantly promote the efficient administration of 
justice, conserve judicial resources, avoid inconsistent results, or prevent 
multiple court appearances by the same parties on the same issues, the party 
may file a notice of related cases requesting coordination of the litigation. 
 

(7)  The notice of related cases shall be served on all parties in the related 
cases, the presiding judges, and the chief judge or family law administrative 
judge. 
 

(e)  Continuances. All judges shall apply a firm continuance policy. 
Continuances should be few, good cause should be required, and all requests 
should be heard and resolved by a judge. All motions for continuance shall 
be in writing unless made at a trial and, except for good cause shown, shall 
be signed by the party requesting the continuance. All motions for 
continuance in priority cases shall clearly identify such priority status and 
explain what effect the motion will have on the progress of the case. 
 

Committee Notes 
 

The provisions in subdivision (c) of this rule governing priority cases 
should be read in conjunction with the provisions of rule 2.215(g), governing 
the duty to expedite priority cases. 
 


