
 

 

The Florida Board of Bar Examiners has submitted to the Florida Supreme 

Court a petition proposing increases to the fee schedules in the Rules of the 

Supreme Court Relating to Admissions to the Bar.                 

The Court invites all interested persons to comment on the proposed 

amendments, which are reproduced in full below, as well as online at 

http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/decisions/proposed.shtml.  An original and 

nine paper copies of all comments must be filed with the Court on or before March 

1, 2010, with a certificate of service verifying that a copy has been served on the 

Michele A Gavagni, Executive Director, Florida Board of Bar Examiners, 1891 

Eider Court, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1750, as well as a separate request for oral 

argument if the person filing the comment wishes to participate in oral argument, 

which may be scheduled in this case.  The Board has until March 22, 2010, to file a 

response to any comments filed with the Court. Electronic copies of all comments 

also must be filed in accordance with the Court's administrative order In re 

Mandatory Submission of Electronic Copies of Documents, Fla. Admin. Order No. 

AOSC04-84 (Sept. 13, 2004).   

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 

IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT 

RELATING TO ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR, CASE NO. SC09-2379 

1-63.5 Documents Filed by Registrant or Applicant.  On written request from 

registrants or applicants for copies of documents previously filed by them, and 

copies of any documents or exhibits formally introduced into the record at an 

investigative or formal hearing before the board, and the transcript of hearings, 

copies will be provided.  Costs of copies are set out below: 

(a)  The fee for a copy of any document or portion of a document is $25 for the 

first page and 50 cents for each additional page. 

(b)  The fee for a copy of the Bar Application or Registrant Bar Application is 

$3550. 

2-23.1 Student Registrant Fee.  Except as provided below, every law student 

filing a Registrant Bar Application with the board must file with the completed 

Registrant Bar Application the fee of $500400.  For any law student who files a 

Registrant Bar Application by the deadlines established, discounted early 

registration fees are available as follows: 

http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/decisions/proposed.shtml
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(a) $75100.  For those students who commence the study of law in: 

(1) August or September and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the 

following January 15; 

(2) January or February and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the following 

June 15; or 

(3) May or June and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the following 

October 15. 

(b) $300350.  For those students who commence the study of law in: 

(1) August or September and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the 

following March 15; 

(2) January or February and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the following 

August 15; or 

(3) May or June and who file a Registrant Bar Application by the following 

December 15. 

2-23.2 Student Applicant Fee.  Applicants who did not file the Registrant Bar 

Application with the board as law students and who have not been admitted to the 

bar in any jurisdiction for a period in excess of 12 months, excluding time spent in 

military service of the United States, must file with the Bar Application the fee of 

$8751,000. 

2-23.3 Supplement to Registrant Bar Application Fee.  Applicants who filed the 

Registrant Bar Application with the board as law students and who have not been 

admitted to the bar in any jurisdiction for a period in excess of 12 months, 

excluding time spent in military service of the United States, must file with the 

Supplement to Registrant Bar Application the applicable fee as follows: 

(a) Less than 5 years.  If the Supplement to Registrant Bar Application is filed 

within 5 years of the filing date of the original Registrant Bar Application, the fee 

is $375600. 

(b) More than 5 years.  If the Supplement to Registrant Bar Application is filed 

more than 5 years after the filing of the original Registrant Bar Application, the fee 

is $8751,000 as set forth in rule 2-23.2, less any fee previously paid. 
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2-23.4 Attorney Fee.  Applicants who have been admitted to the bar in any 

jurisdiction for a period in excess of 12 months, excluding time spent in military 

service of the United States, must file with the Bar Application a fee based on the 

number of years the applicant has been admitted in another jurisdiction as follows: 

(a) Less than 5 years.  If the applicant has been admitted in another jurisdiction 

for more than 1 year but less than 5 years, the fee is $13001,600. 

(b) 5 or more but less than 10 years.  If the applicant has been admitted in 

another jurisdiction for 5 years or more but less than 10 years, the fee is 

$16002,000. 

(c) 10 or more but less than 15 years.  If the applicant has been admitted in 

another jurisdiction for 10 years or more but less than 15 years, the fee is 

$20002,400. 

(d) 15 or more years.  If the applicant has been admitted in another jurisdiction 

for 15 or more years, the fee is $25003,000. 

2-23.6 Disbarred Attorney Fee.  Applicants applying for admission after 

disbarment or resignation pending disciplinary proceedings in Florida or in any 

other jurisdiction must file with the Bar Application the fee of $5,0006,000. 

2-28 Application Fee for Reapplication for Admission Based on 

Rehabilitation.  Applicants or registrants who are reapplying for admission and 

asserting rehabilitation from prior conduct that resulted in a denial of admission 

through Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law or Consent Judgment must file 

with the application a fee of $18002,200. 

2-29 Stale File Fee.  An applicant whose Bar Application has been on file for 

more than 3 years is required to file a new Bar Application on the form available 

on the board's website with current references, a fingerprint card, and the 

applicable fee. 

(a) If within 5 Years.  If filed within 5 years of the filing date of the last 

application filed, a fee of $425525 is applicable. 

(b) If more than 5 Years.  If filed more than 5 years after the filing date of the last 

application filed, the full application fee under rules 2-23.2, 2-23.4, or 2-23.6 

above is applicable. 
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2-30.1 Filed with the Board.  Any applicant or registrant who is dissatisfied with 

an administrative decision of the board that does not concern character and fitness 

matters may petition the board for reconsideration of the decision. Applicants also 

may petition the board for a suspension or waiver of any bar admission rule or 

regulation.  A petition seeking a suspension or waiver of a rule or seeking review 

of an administrative decision not related to a character and fitness recommendation 

may be presented in the form of a letter, must be filed with the board within 60 

days after receipt of written notice of the board’s action complained of, and must 

be filed with a fee of $5075. 

3-14.3 Defective Applications.  A Bar Application or Registrant Bar Application 

initially filed in a defective condition (e.g., without notarization, without 

supporting documents, or having blank or incomplete items on the application) 

may delay the initiation or the processing of the background investigation.  A Bar 

Application or Registrant Bar Application filed in a defective condition will be 

accepted, but a fee of $100150 will be assessed. 

3-22.1 Investigative Hearing Cost.  Any applicant or registrant requested to 

appear for an investigative hearing must pay the administrative cost of $80250. 

3-22.3 Investigative Hearing Postponement.  Postponement of a previously 

scheduled investigative hearing is permitted on written request and for good cause 

when accompanied by the following fee: 

(a) $5075 if the request is received at least 1531 days before the hearing date; or 

(b) $75125 if the request is received less than 1531 days before the hearing date. 

3-23.3 Formal Hearing Cost.  Any applicant or registrant who receives 

Specifications that require the scheduling of a formal hearing must pay the 

administrative cost of $300600. 

3-23.5 Formal Hearing Postponement.  Postponement of a previously scheduled 

formal hearing is permitted by written request and for good cause when 

accompanied by the following fee: 

(a) $100250 if request is received between 45 and 31 days before the hearing date; 

or 

(b) $200 if request is received between 30 and 15 days before the hearing date; or 

(cb) $300600 if the request is received less than 1531 days before the hearing date. 
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3-30 Petition for Board Reconsideration.  Any applicant or registrant who is 

dissatisfied with the recommendation concerning his or her character and fitness 

may, within 60 days from the date of the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, 

file with the board a petition for reconsideration with a fee of $125165.  The 

petition must contain new and material evidence that by due diligence could not 

have been produced at the formal hearing.  Evidence of rehabilitation as provided 

by rule 3-13 is not permitted in a petition for reconsideration.  Only 1 petition for 

reconsideration may be filed. 

4-43.1 $275325.  If the Bar Application, Supplement to Registrant Bar 

Application, or Reexamination Application, as applicable, is postmarked or 

received on or before December 15 for the February examination or June 1 for the 

July examination, the fee is $275325.  

4-43.2 $525625.  If the Bar Application, Supplement to Registrant Bar 

Application, or Reexamination Application, as applicable, is postmarked or 

received after December 15 but on or before January 15 for the February 

examination or after June 1 but on or before June 15 for the July examination, the 

fee is $525625.  No Bar Application, Supplement to Registrant Bar Application, 

Reexamination Application, appropriate applicant filing fee, 2” x 2” photograph, or 

fingerprint card will be deemed to have met the late filing deadline if postmarked 

after January 15 for the February examination, or after June 15 for the July 

examination.  

4-45 Word Processing AccommodationsComputer Option.  Applicants are 

permitted the use of a laptop computer with software designated by the board to 

complete answers to the essay portion of the General Bar Examination.  Applicants 

seeking to use a laptop computer must complete a form available on the board's 

website and pay a fee of $100125. 

4-47.1 $75100.  If the applicant’s written notice of postponement under rule 4-46 is 

received by the board at least 7 days before the commencement of the 

administration of the postponed examination, the fee is $75100. 

4-47.2 $150200.  If the applicant’s written notice of postponement under rule 4-46 

is received by the board prior to but less than 7 days before the commencement of 

the administration of the postponed examination, the fee is $150200. 

4-48 Examination Reapplication.  Applicants seeking to repeat all or part of the 

General Bar Examination, or to take a second administration of the General Bar 

Examination, or those who untimely postponed or failed to show for a previous 
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administration of the General Bar Examination, will be permitted admission on 

filing a Reexamination Application on the form available on the board's website 

and payment of the reapplication fee of $375450.  In order to be timely filed, the 

completed Reexamination Application and fee must be postmarked or received by 

the examination filing deadline.  If the Reexamination Application is not 

postmarked or received on or before the filing deadline or if filed incomplete, the 

appropriate examination late filing fee must be included. 

5-13.2 Certificate of Admission.  The Certificate of Admission and a printed 

reproduction of the Oath of Attorney will be issued without charge when the duly 

executed oath is received by the board. and the $22 fee for preparation of the 

certificate and printed reproduction are received.  Additional certificates may be 

purchased for $25 each.   

 

 

 

 

 


