
At the request of the Florida Supreme Court, the Florida Board of Bar 
Examiners has submitted to the Court proposed amendments to the Rules of the 
Supreme Court Relating to Admissions to the Bar that would restrict conditional 
admission to individuals who live and work in Florida during the entire period of 
their conditional admission.    

The Court invites all interested persons to comment on the proposed 
amendments, which are reproduced in full below, as well as online at 
http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/decisions/proposed.shtml.  An original and 
nine paper copies of all comments must be filed with the Court on or before July 1, 
2009, with a certificate of service verifying that a copy has been served on ,  
Michele A. Gavagni, Executive Director, c/o Thomas Arthur Pobjecky, General 
Counsel, Florida Board of Bar Examiners, 1891 Eider Court, Tallahassee, FL 
32399-1750, as well as a separate request for oral argument if the person filing the 
comment wishes to participate in oral argument, which may be scheduled in this 
case.  The Board has until July 21, 2009, to file a response to any comments filed 
with the Court. Electronic copies of all comments also must be filed in accordance 
with the Court's administrative order In re Mandatory Submission of Electronic 
Copies of Documents, Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC04-84 (Sept. 13, 2004).   

 
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 

IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPREME COURT RULES RELATING TO 
ADMISSION TO THE BAR, SC09-825 

 

3-22.5 Board Action Following an Investigative Hearing.  After an investigative 
hearing, the board may make any of the following determinations: 

 
(a) [NO CHANGE] 
 
(b) The board will offer to the applicant or registrant a Consent Agreement 

pertaining to drug, alcohol, or psychological problems and subject to the provisions 
of rule 5-15.  In a Consent Agreement, the board is authorized to recommend to the 
court the admission of the applicant who has agreed to abide by specified terms 
and conditions on admission to The Florida Bar. 
  

(c) [NO CHANGE] 
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 (d) [NO CHANGE] 
 
3-23.6 Board Action Following Formal Hearing.  Following the conclusion of a 
formal hearing, the board will promptly notify the applicant or registrant of its 
decision.  The board may make any of the following recommendations: 
 
 (a) [NO CHANGE] 
 
 (b) The applicant be conditionally admitted to The Florida Bar in 
exceptional cases involving drug, alcohol, or psychological problems on the terms 
and conditions specified by the board and subject to the provisions of rule 5-15. 
 
 (c) [NO CHANGE] 
 
 (d) [NO CHANGE] 
 
5-15 Bar Jurisdiction after Admission.  If an applicant is granted admission by 
the court under a Consent Agreement, then the terms and conditions of his or her 
admission will be administered by The Florida Bar.  The board must provide The 
Florida Bar access to all information gathered by the board on a conditionally-
admitted applicant, except information received by the board under a specific 
agreement of confidentiality or otherwise restricted by law.  Conditional admission 
is limited to persons who will live in Florida, who will be engaged in the practice 
of law primarily in Florida, and who will be monitored in Florida during the entire 
period of conditional admission.  If the applicant fails to abide by the terms and 
conditions of admission, including the requirement of living in Florida, The Florida 
Bar is authorized to institute proceedings consistent with the Rules Regulating The 
Florida Bar as to revocation of the license issued to the applicant under the 
Consent Agreement.  The board must be notified of any disciplinary proceedings 
and have access to all information relating to the administration of a conditional 
admission, except information received by The Florida Bar under a specific 
agreement of confidentiality or otherwise restricted by law. 
 


