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THE dNVADERS:A
CONSTITUTIONAL* RIGHTS OACTIVITY

The Invadersactivityis designedto introduceparticipantsto the
rightsguaranteed under the U.S.Constitution.Usinga hypotheti-
cal scenario, participantsevaluatethe importanceof rights.

Q Developindividualdecision-makings~:

● Analyzeand evaluaterightsas listedin the U.S.Ccmstitutiun;

● Developconsensus-buildingskifkx

● Understandhowour rights are interrelated and

● Understandhowthe courts protectour rights.

● HandoutsAand B

● OverheadProjector

* One hour

L Askparticipants,“Whatis a rightT Han participantsre-
spond verbalfy.

2. Askparticipants where our rightsare listed (U.S.Constitu-
tion. Florida Constitution).

3. Askparticipants what the first 10 amendmentsto tbe U.S.
Constitutionare caffed (Billof Rights). Distributecopies.
See Handout B.

4. D~tribute HandoutA Revieweach right listed. Theseare
some, but not afl, of the Bill of lbghts. Elicitdscrrssion
fromparticipantsabout themeaningofeachrightandwhich

5.

6.

i’.

8.

9.

10.

amendment the right is listed in. Md to what the partici-
pants mentionbringingin historicaland contemporary is-
sues. Usea Socraticdialogueformat.

Tellparticipantsthattheirlivesare about tochange.It is the
year 2020 and theyare livinghappy,productivelives.They
turn on tbeii televisionstohear a newsrepori thatour coun-
try is being invaded.The invaders feel w have too many
rights in this cnunky that we don’t even appreciate. They
aredemanding tbatwedecidewbicb rigbkwewilfgiveup.

Usingtbebandout,eacb partiapant mustselect5 rightsthey
want to keep bycheckingofftbe bfank nest to the right. f.f
theychoase not to do this task, the invaderswillselect the
rights to keep. The participant should make their own in-
dividualdeeisions.

Thenput partiapan~ ingroups of fiveand haveeachgroup

come to a consensusasagmup on which5 rightstheywould
keep. EachgToupwillmakea decision for the entire coun-
try. Cii the partiapank 15-20 minutes at least to reach
their decision.

Have a spokesperson from each group report on their
group”sdetilon. The teacher or resource person should
tallyresponses on an overhead.

Debrief10balance out the importance of the righk which
were not selected.

Usinga judge as a resource person. discuss with partia-
paots howthe courts protect our constitutionalrights.Dis-
cuss currentand historicalcasesbeforethe U-S.andFlorida
Supremecourts. Determinethe constitutionalissueswhich
ardwere Ming reviewed.Whatrole do the courts play in
protectingour righk?

NOTE The same activity can he done using the Florida

Constitution.

= HandoutA- Our Rights

● HandoutB– TheBiflof Rights

.
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HANDOUT A: OUR RIGHTS
UNDER THE CO NST1TUTION

Freedom of speech

Right to bear arms

Right to legal counsel

Right to protection from cruel and4 .4
unusual punishment

Freedom of press

Right to jury trial
I

Freedom of religion

Right to peaceably assemble

Protection from self-incrimination
(testifying against oneself in a criminal trial)
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Ri ht to rotection from unreason-
ab~esearc%esand seizure~
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Amendment I.
CongresssMJ makeno tawrespectingan estillsbment ofreli-
gion,or prohibitingtbe free exercisethereo~or at ridgingthe
freedomof speech,or of the press, or the rtghtof the people
peaceably10assemble,and to petitionthe Govcmrtent (or re.
dress of grievances,

Amendment H.
Awell-regulatedMtitia,beingnecessaryto theseeu~tyofa free
State,therfghtofthepeopleto keepandbearArms,shallnotbe
Mriiged.

Amendment 111.
No .Soktiershall,in time of peace be quarkxedfs anyhouse,
wtthoutthe consentof the OwneLnor in timeof Iwr, but in a
msnnerIObc prescribedbyLaw.

Amendment N.
Therightof the people to be secure fn theh persww,houses,
papers,andefkLs, againstunreasonablesearches“mdSeiures,
ShdflOt be violated,and fJOwarrants shaflissue,butupottptUb-
able cause,supported by Oathor affirdion, am. partictsfady
describhgtheplace to be searched, andthepersonsor thingsto
be se17&11.

Amendment V.
Noperson sbaflbe held to ansver for a capkal,or otherwise
infamouscrfme,uuks onapresentmenlorindicfmmttofaGtand
Jury, except in CX$esarising in the landor navalforces,or in the
hfWt@whenin actual$mvicein timeofWaror pAbllc&Tsgeq
nor shaflanypersonbe subjectfor thesameot.lencetobe twice
ptJtin jeopardyof llfeor limb,nor shaflbe compelfedin any
criminatcaseto be a wknrssagainsthimself,nor kc deprivedof
Ilfc,liberty,or property,withoutdue proms of ILw,nor shall
prkdtepropcxtybe takenfor publteU. withoutjustcompensa-
tion.

Amendment VI.
In alf criminalpmedons, theaccusedhalf enjoytherightto
a speedyand pubflctrial, byan impartkdjuryof the Stateand
districtwhereinthecrimeshallhavebeencorrurdti, whkh di5-
trlctshalfhavebeenpreviouslyaseeruinedbyfaw,and to belo-
formcdof the nature and cause of the accusatiosuto be con-
bonkd withthewhnessesagainstW, to havecompulsorypro-
cessfor obtainingwitnessesin hIs favor,and to havethe ami$-
taneeofcounselforhis defense.

Amendment VII.
InSuitsat commonfaw,wherethevahtein controversyshalles-
ceed twentydolfars,the rightof trialbyjuryshallbe preserved,
andno facttriedbya juryshalfbe otherwisere-examhd inany
CoI.wtofthe(Me&Mates,thanaccordingtotheridesofthecom-
monkm’.

Amendment VIII.
Exe@vebaddudlnotberequired,nor ewesslvefinesimposed,
nor crud andunusualplnlishsnefltifdficted.

Amendment IX.
The enumerationin theConstitutionofcemln rightsMl notbe
construedtodenyor disparageothersretainedbythepeople,

Amendment X.
‘he powm SIOLdelegatedtotheunitedStatesbytheCOIMtitution,
nor prohibhedbyit to the States,are re.sesvedto the Statesre
sprxtively,or to the people.
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