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Re: Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.071(d),
Use of Communication Equipment

Dear Committee Chairs:

| am writing to you in your capacity as Chairs of the various Florida Bar
rules committees regarding a request concerning rule 2.071(d) made by the Court
in its recent opinion in Amendments to the Florida Rules of Judicia
Administration (2-year Cycle), case no. SC03-105 (Fla. July 10, 2003).

In Amendments, the Court declined to adopt the Rules of Judicial
Administration's proposed amendment to subdivision (d) of rule 2.071, Use of
Communication Equipment, which would have given the court discretion to use
communication equipment to take testimony, over objection by the parties. The
amendment was proposed at the suggestion of the chair of the Family Law Rules
Committee in order to relax the rule to allow for more widespread use of
communication equipment for testimony in family law hearings in order to reduce
the cost of these proceedings as well as to avoid abuses by the parties. After
considering the comments and hearing oral argument, the Court believesit would
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be preferable to adopt a rule that more narrowly focuses on the concerns the
proposed amendment was intended to address. Because the Court also believes
that it may be best to tailor arule that addresses the use of communication
equipment in the various types of substantive cases, it would like your committees
to consider the issue and report back to the Court with your recommendations.

Y our committees should coordinate their efforts. Y our recommendations
should be submitted by April 1, 2004. A joint recommendation may be submitted
or each committee may file a separate report. The original report should be
submitted directly to my office with a copy to Stanford R. Solomon, the Chair of the
Rules of Judicial Administration Committee; Justice Kenneth Bell, liaison to the
Rules of Judicial Administration Committee and the director of central staff. If you
should determine that more time is required to address the issue, please file amotion
for extension of time with my office.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Most cordialy,

Thomas D. Hall

TDH/dm/dy

Enclosures

cc. Justice Kenneth Bell, liaison, Rules of Judicial Administration Committee
Stanford R. Solomon, Chair, Rules of Judicial Administration Committee
Craig Shaw, Bar Staff Liaison, Rules of Judicial Administration Committee
Deborah J. Meyer, Central Staff Director



