I N THE SUPREME COURT
STATE OF FLORI DA

I N RE: ADVI SORY OPI NI ON

TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: REFERENDA REQUI RED FOR

ADOPTI ON AND AMENDMENT COF

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COWMPREHENSI VE

LAND USE PLANS Case No. SCO06-161

SPONSOR' S RESPONSE | N OPPOSI TI ON TO
MOTI ON FOR EXTENSI ON OF Tl ME AND
MOTI ON TO TOLL TI ME

Fl ori da Homet own Denocracy, Inc., sponsor of the
citizen's initiative at issue in this case, pursuant to
Rul e 9.300(a), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure,
responds in opposition to the Florida League of Cities,
Inc. ("League") and Florida Association of Counties, Inc.
("Association") Mtion for Extension of Tinme and Mdtion to
Toll Time, and states:

1. Al t hough the Court issued its briefing and oral
argunent scheduling order on February 2, 2006, interested
parti es have been on notice that this matter was going to
be consi dered for considerably |onger. The citizen's
initiative was filed with the Secretary of State on June
21, 2005. Accordingly, the League and the Associ ation have
had several nmonths to evaluate the | egal sufficiency of the

ballot title, sunmary and text. The Secretary of State



determ ned on January 23, 2006, that a sufficient nunber of
verified petitions had been filed to trigger notification
to the Attorney General

2. The League and the Association did not pronptly
file the Motions, and waited until three days before the
Initial Briefs were due to file the Mdtions.

3. The League and the Association participated as

interested parties in the Advisory Op. to Att'y Gen re

Ref erenda Required for Adoption And Anendnent of Loca

Gover nment Conprehensive Land Use Pl ans, 902 So.2d 763

(Fla. 2005). The only difference between the ballot title,
summary and text of the citizen's initiative at issue in
this case, and those considered in the 2005 proceedings is
that the first sentence of the ballot sumary has been
del et ed.

4. Fl ori da Homet own Denocracy, Inc. is a Plaintiff
in pending Crcuit Court proceedings to have Article X,
Section 5(b) of the Florida Constitution, as anended in the
2004 Ceneral Election, declared unconstitutional. Florida

Homet own Denocracy, Inc. et al. v. Mann, Case No. 2004- CA-

2571 (Second Judicial Crcuit, Leon County). The case
filings are posted on the "high profile cases" section of
the CGrcuit Court Cerk's website. If the Crcuit Court

grants relief, then the "February 1, 2006" deadline wl]l



i nstead be the deadline of just over ninety-days prior to
t he 2006 general el ection.

5. Fl ori da Honet own Denobcracy, Inc. asserts that
expedi tious determ nation of the |egal sufficiency of the
ballot title, summary, and text is central to the ability
to successfully obtain signatures of registered voters, to
obtain financial contributions, to obtain Supervisors of
El ections' verification of signed petitions, and to obtain
bal l ot certification. Wile the requested fourteen-day
extension of tine may not seem prejudicial to the League
and to the Association, the requested extension is
potentially fatal to the Sponsor's 2006 ballot eligibility,
and is certainly detrimental to the Sponsor's ability to
pursue its initiative.

6. The only justification for the requested
extension of tine is due to the "workload of the
undersigned.” In view of the prior Advisory Opinion
proceedi ngs, the mnimal changes in the proposed citizen's
initiative, and the delay in filing the Mdtions, the
Sponsor respectfully requests that the Mtions be denied.

WHEREFORE, the Sponsor respectfully requests that the

Mbti ons be deni ed.



Respectful ly submtted,

Ross St af ford Burnanan
Attorney at Law

Fl a. Bar No. 397784

1018 Hol |l and Drive

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32301
(850) 942-1474

Counsel for the Sponsor

CERTI FI CATE OF SERVI CE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the
foregoi ng was furnished by hand delivery to the follow ng
persons this 17th day of February, 2006:

Honorabl e Charles J. Crist, Jr.
Attorney Cener al

The Capitol, PL-01

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32399- 1050

Virginia Sanunders Del ega

Fl ori da Associ ati on of Counties, Inc.
100 South Monroe Street

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32301

Harry Morrison, Jr.

Rebecca A. O Hara

Florida League of Cities, Inc.
P. O Box 1757

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32302

Ross St af ford Burnanan
Attorney at Law

Fl a. Bar No. 397784

1018 Hol |l and Drive

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32301
(850) 942-1474

Counsel for the Sponsor



