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BEFORE THE JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION 
STATE OF FLORIDA  
CASE NO.: 06-249 

 
 
 S.Ct. Case No.: SC07-774 
INQUIRY CONCERNING JUDGE   
MICHAEL E. ALLEN, 
                          /   
 
 ORDER SCHEDULING FINAL HEARING AND PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE 
 
 A final evidentiary hearing before the Judicial 

Qualifications Commission (JQC) Hearing Panel on the Formal 

Charges is scheduled for 8:00 a.m. Monday, March 10th, 2008.  

This hearing will occur in a Courtroom to be designated by a 

further order in Leon County, Florida.  The members of the 

Hearing Panel are (1) Judge Paul Backman (Chair), (2) Judge 

Thomas Freeman, (3) attorney Miles McGrane, III, (4) attorney 

Michael Nachwalter (ad hoc member), (5) lay member Leonard Haber 

and (6) lay member Ricardo Morales.   

 All original pleadings are to be filed in the Florida 

Supreme Court.  Copies of all pleadings shall be served on the 

Hearing Panel Chair, counsel to the Hearing Panel, and all of 

the persons listed on this order, using both above case numbers. 

 A telephonic pre-hearing conference is hereby set for 

Monday, February 11th, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.  The call-in number is 

(888) 808-6959, Access Conference Code: 1149597.  A court 
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reporter will be provided by the JQC and counsel will be 

furnished copies of the transcript.  At least 7 (seven) days 

prior to the pre-hearing conference, counsel shall, by fax or 

delivery, provide the Chair and all other counsel with a Pre-

hearing Statement containing schedules of all of the witnesses 

to be called and all of the exhibits to be introduced.  The 

subject matter of the testimony of each witness shall be stated 

in the schedule.  If there are objections to any exhibit or 

witness, a list of objections shall be filed before the pre-

hearing conference.  The schedules of witnesses and exhibits may 

be supplemented only pursuant to further orders of this Panel. 

 Before the pre-hearing conference, counsel shall confer 

concerning the scheduled final hearing and be prepared to make 

commitments concerning the following: 

 (1) Length of hearing.  Counsel shall state their good 

faith estimates of the time required to try the case by the 

prosecution and the case by the respondent. 

 (2) Factual stipulations.  Counsel are urged to stipulate 

to facts which are not genuinely contested and to be prepared to 

give written details on such factual agreements at the time of 

the conference. 
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 (3) Discovery.  Counsel shall complete all depositions and 

discovery, prior to the pre-hearing conference.  Counsel shall 

disclose any agreed upon further depositions and discovery and 

show cause why this discovery was not completed in a timely 

manner.  

 (4) Undisposed of motions and legal issues of importance.  

Any undisposed of motions shall be argued at the pre-hearing 

conference and shall be delivered to opposing counsel, the 

hearing panel Chair and counsel to the hearing panel at least 7 

days before the conference.  

 (5) Amendments to charges and defenses.  If there are any 

proposed amendments to the charges or the defenses, they shall 

be filed at least one week prior to the conference unless leave 

is granted for a later filing. 

 (6) Inspection of and objection to exhibits.  Counsel shall 

exchange exhibits before the pre-hearing conference for 

inspection by opposing counsel.  Counsel shall confer concerning 

objections and if there are unresolved objections to any 

proposed exhibits, a schedule of those objections shall be 

furnished one week before the pre-hearing conference. 

 (7) Policy on Limitation of Character Witnesses.  Pursuant 

to the general policy of the Hearing Panel, the parties are 
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notified that at the formal hearing the respondent Judge will be 

limited to a total of (3) three live character witnesses.  In 

addition to witnesses, affidavits as to character may be filed 

by the respondent Judge and will be considered by the Hearing 

Panel.  

 Trial Memoranda.  At least one week prior to the scheduled 

hearing, the parties shall submit trial memoranda outlining 

their legal positions.  Trial memoranda are limited to 30 pages 

in length, and must be doubled spaced.  

 SO ORDERED this   16th   day of November, 2007. 

      FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS 
      COMMISSION 
 
 
     By:   /S/ Judge Paul Backman         
      JUDGE PAUL BACKMAN 
      Chairman, Hearing Panel,  
      Florida Judicial Qualifications 
       Commission 
      Broward County Courthouse 
      201 S.E. 6th Street, Suite 5790 
      Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
 
 
Copies furnished in accordance with the attached list. 
 



 
F. Wallace Pope, Jr.  Marvin C. Barkin 
Jennifer A. Reh, Esq.  Special Counsel, Florida Judicial 
Special Counsel, Florida Judicial  Qualification Commission 
 Qualification Commission Trenam, Kemker, Scharf, Barkin, 
Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel  Frye, et al 
 & Burns, LLP P.O. Box 1102 
P.O. Box 1368  Tampa, FL  33601 
Clearwater, FL 33757 813-223-7474 phone 
727-461-1818 phone 813-229-6553 fax 
727-441-8617 fax 
 
Lauri Waldman Ross, Esq.   Michael Schneider, General Counsel
Counsel to the Hearing Panel Brooke Kennerly, Executive
Lauri Waldman Ross, P.A. Director 
9130 S. Dadeland Blvd. Florida Judicial Qualifications 
Datran II, Suite 1612   Commission 
Miami, FL   33156 1110 Thomasville Road 
305-670-8010 phone Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
305-670-2305 fax 850-488-1581 phone 

850-922-6781 fax 
 
Bruce S. Rogow, Esq.  Richard McFarlain, Esq. 
Cynthia E. Gunther, Esq. Counsel for Judge Michael Allen 
Counsel for Judge Michael Allen 305 S. Gadsden Street 
Bruce S. Rogow, P.A. Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Broward Financial Center, Suite 850-222-2107 phone 
1930 850-222-8475 fax 
500 East Broward Blvd. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33394 
954-767-8909 phone 
954-764-1530 fax 
 
Guy Burnette, Jr., Esq.    
Counsel for Judge Michael Allen  
3020 N. Shannon Lakes Drive  
Tallahassee, FL   32309  
850-668-7900 phone  
850-668-7972 fax 
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