Supreme Court of IFlorida

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009

CASE NO.: SC08-1165

ADVISORY OPINION TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL RE: STANDARDS
FOR LEGISLATURE TO FOLLOW IN CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING
(FIS)

Pursuant to the provisions of Article IV, section 10, Florida Constitution, and
section 16.061, Florida Statutes, the Attorney General of Florida has requested this
Court's opinion on the initiative petition seeking to amend the Florida Constitution
to establish standards for the Legislature to follow in congressional redistricting.

On February 13, 2009, the Financial Impact Estimating Conference, in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 04-33, Laws of Florida, forwarded to the
Office of the Attorney General a redraft of the a financial impact statement on the
initiative petition. Chapter 04-33 provides for this Honorable Court to review the
redrafted financial impact statement to determine whether it is in accordance with
100.371, Florida Statutes. The full text of the Attorney General's letter is attached
hereto as an exhibit and made a part thereof.

IT IS, THEREFORE, the order of the Court that interested parties shall file
their briefs on or before March 17, 2009, and serve a copy thereof on the Attorney
General. Answer briefs shall be filed on or before April 6, 2009. Briefs are limited
to ten pages and the parties shall address the duties and responsibilities of the Court
in this process and review and the application of these duties to this specific case.
Please file an original and eight copies of all briefs. In addition to paper briefs, per

this Court's Administrative Order In Re: Mandatory Submission of Electronic

Copies of Documents, AOSC04-84, dated September 13, 2004, counsel are directed

to transmit a copy of all briefs in an electronic format as required by the provisions
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of that order. Briefs submitted will be placed on the Court's Internet site

(http://www.floridasupremecourt.org).
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